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East Bay Eclipse
2017 Soccer Tryouts!
Developing Players, Developing People

East Bay Eclipse
2017 Soccer Tryouts!

Competitive 
and 

developmental 
teams

January 28-29: U9-U14 Tryouts
March 11-12: U6-U8, U15-U19 Tryouts

For schedule, registration and questions:
Visit www.eastbayeclipse.com or Email Director 

Shane Carney at director@eastbayeclipsesoccer.com

Options for boys and girls ages 5-18

 

An 8 week program whose design is recognized and admired by 
other cities.   

Trainers to help parent-coaches, including NCAA-D1 players and 
state-title holding high school students. 

Indoor and Beach Clinics for Players and Coaches with SMC’s head 
volleyball coach 

www.lmyasports.com 

Special Programs for every age.: 

Teeball is for kindergarten players 

Softbaseball for boys and girls in 1st grade  

Baseball for boys in grades 2-6 

A 10 week program  that takes girls from basic team concepts and 
progresses to tournament play as they prepare for high school 

Games & practices are on local school fields with some short travel in 
the older age groups 

Saint Mary’s Basketball Storming 
Through Schedule at WCC Midpoint
By Karl Buscheck

Last March, Randy Bennett, the 
head coach of the Saint Mary’s 

men’s basketball team, found out 
that his squad had been left out of 
the NCAA tournament before the 
bracket had even been announced.
 While he was watching the of-
ficial selection show, a staffer in-
formed Bennett that a bracket had 
been leaked online and that his 
29-6 Gaels were not among the 
teams invited to the Big Dance. 
 “I think the players would have 
liked to be in the tournament. I 
would have too,” Bennett admit-
ted, some 10 months later. “But last 
year we rolled. We threw almost a 
perfect game. So, it was outside of 
our control and the only way you 
can control it is to win the confer-
ence tournament.”
 Bennett, whose 17-2 Gaels are 
well on their way to a 10th consec-
utive 20-win season, insists that the 
snub didn’t put a chip on the team’s 
shoulder. 
 “I just felt like we left every-
thing out there and our guys did 
a great job and we got left out,” 
Bennett said. “That’s kind of how 
the system’s set up a little bit, but 
somebody good is going to be left 
out. It happened to be us.”
 As the team hits the midway 
point in the West Coast Confer-

ence schedule, Saint Mary’s is do-
ing everything it can to make sure 
it avoids a similar fate this time 
around. 
 Ranked No. 23 in the Associ-
ated Press Top 25 Poll, the Gaels 
have lost just twice. The first defeat 
came at home against the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington back on 
Dec. 8. The second came on Jan. 
14 in a road game against WCC gi-
ant Gonzaga – the same team that 
wrecked the Gaels’ NCAA hopes 
last spring by beating them in the 
conference tournament title game. 
 From junior guard Emmett 
Naar, to senior forward Dane Pine-
au, to junior forward Calvin Her-
manson to freshman guard Tanner 
Krebs to senior guard Joe Rahon, 
Bennett rattled off a long list of 
names when asked to single out the 
team’s key contributors.
 “We have a tight team,” Ben-
nett explained. “We have a team 
where everybody is trying to carry 
their load, so some guys more than 
others. But Rahon, you wouldn’t 
see it in the numbers maybe scor-
ing-wise, but he’s as key as any-
body to this team. He’s very good 
defensively. His assist-to-turnover 
ratio is almost 5-1. He’s just a great, 
(a) tremendous leader – as good as 
we’ve had.”

 The list wouldn’t be complete 
without mentioning junior center 
Jock Landale.
 “He’s been really good,” Ben-
nett said. “We play off him a lot. 
He’s getting better all the time. I 
think he’s gained a lot of confidence 
as the season’s gone on. I think, 
now that we have as many games 
under our belt as we do, he sees a 
pretty heavy scout all the time and 
he’s a willing passer. (He’s) unself-
ish, yet he’s our leading scorer and 
leading rebounder.”
 The 6-foot-11 Australian, who 
is averaging 16.9 points and 9.5 
rebounds per game, has been a one-
man wrecking crew in the paint. 
His interior presence opens up 
the floor for a Gaels team that has 
hoisted the third-most 3-pointers in 
the conference. 
 As Saint Mary’s makes its sec-
ond trip through the WCC sched-
ule, Bennett isn’t stressing about 
whether the Gaels are on their way 
to the program’s first NCCA ap-
pearance since the 2012-13 sea-
son. Instead, the veteran coach is 
focused on getting the most out of 
each day he spends with his talent-
ed team. 
 “They’re just a great really 
unselfish group of guys that care 
about being a team and that’s what 
makes it special,” Bennett said.
 “I go to work everyday just 
enjoying the moment because it’s 
not always like this,” Bennett add-
ed. “The byproduct of that is that 
they’ve been good enough to win 
a lot of games, but it’s because of 
that. They show up and they’re go-
ing to give you the best shot every 
practice, every game and it just 
makes it very enjoyable.”

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Jock Landale (34) and  Emmett Naar (3) Photos Tod Fierner

Dane Pineau




